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BIRTHDAYS

January

Sushmita Mondal: 11"
Shampa Sardar: 15"
Papiya (Alpana) Mondal: 16"
Madhumita Sardar: 17"
Kakoli Pramanick: 20"
Mamta Pramanick (KG): 25"
Aparna Pramanick: 25"

Abina Khatoon: 31"

February

Reena Mondal: 10"
Tagori Pramanick: 10"
Mamoni Mondal (class 3): 14"
Moumita Naskar: 13"
Kalpana Mondal: 7"
Rekha Naskar: 20"
Rumpa Naskar: 25"

Fuli Mondal: 26"

Tumpa Pramanick: 28"

Piyali Learning Center

A Joint Project of PACE Universal, USA and the Rotary Club of
Calcutta Metropolitan, India

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Friends of PLC,

The 2008-2 009 School Year i s qgui ckly aroat
assessments were carried out in the last two weeks of March and results were
declared on April 9. The majority of the students have made remarkable progress
while a few still need improvements. A considerable number of parents responded to
theinvitat i on t o see their daughter’s prog
reports to them in det ai |l s and t hey
performance with the teachers. A prize distribution ceremony will be held on April 24
to celebratethest udent s’ achievement s.

The new academic year 2009-2010 will begin from April 16 onwards. New session
will welcome 29 new students who have been enrolled in Nursery. Two new
instructors have been recruited as wel

The Annual School Report, to be presented on the Prize Distribution Day, will reflect
upon the achievements and hardships of this school year. It has been a year of
learning, for all, and we will apply our knowledge gained through those experiences,
in the upcoming year to make it more fruitful. Please check the school website
(www.paceuniversal.com) for the annual report towards the end of this month.

As always, | thank you one and all for the constant support given to our
school. The gift of education is the greatest gift of all, and it is you who help
these girls receive this priceless gift.

Before | finish, | must give my heartfelt thanks to Ms Kristine Pedersen who has
rendered service as Academic and Administrative Assistant since June 2008 and will
return to USA on May 2, 2009. She is a truly exceptional young lady who possesses
excellent skills together with a most caring heart. In the past ten months she has
contributed greatly to the development of the school. Be it developing the school
curriculum or teaching dance steps to the little ones for the school cultural program-
she did it all with outstanding efficiency. The very fact that she has readily accepted a
humble accommodation with bare minimum facilities in a remote village in India
proves her commitment towards the project. We hope that she would return to PLC
after completing her Masters Degree in Sustainable International Development, even
if for a short visit.

This issue of the newsletter has been authored by Kristine and as you read on, you
would easily understand that the involvement was from the heart as each word
translates her love for the PLC girls.

With best wishes for a happy spring,

Alokeparna Ghosh
Principal, Piyali Learning Center



http://www.paceuniversal.com/

Saraswati Puja

Whil e | can skip the sections concerni
Delhihas t o of f er i n 100@PRlacds toiSee B&arehYod Diez I'have not
come close to seeing all of India. Nevertheless, | am fairly certain that this country
can’t throw a thing at me that wild.l ec
of January 2009 ..

They were hardly recognizable. | knew they would all be wearing sarees, they
assured me they would, but were these really our girls, nursery to class VII? They
|l ooked adorabl e, beautiful ..so happy. vy
celebrated Saraswati, the Hindu goddess of education. The school was equally
attired for the occasion. The students and teachers hung streamers and balloons
and painted the ground with beautiful artwork, all of which framed an idol of the
Goddess Saraswati herself.

The elder students cut fruits for offering, prepared everything for the Brahman (a
Hindu priest), and from time to time, adjusted their sarees; make no mistake,
Saraswat. Puja is the students’ dayn,to
show their appreciation for it, and to hope for the best in the year to come.

The Brahman’s arrival mar ked the c¢comme
Solemn and gracious, students and teachers watched and listened as offerings were
made. They turned their heads as the idol

incantations as they gave offerings and received blessings. All the while, | sat
fascinated by the culture that binds the vast majority of our PLC family.

I was fortunate to spend a day in the finest company one can find: that of students,
past and present, who believe, with so much conviction, in the power of education.
The energy, anticipation and glee saturated everything and everyone, and | have
NEVER experienced anything like it. So, no offence Mrs. Schultz, but quite frankly,
you missed one.

DG Anil Garg Visits PLC

There was hardly time to let the ink from the immigration stamp in his passport dry
before he had to set out on another journey. From an airplane to a transit bus, and
then to a car, District Governor Anil Garg (RID 5240) finally found a seat on solid
ground in PLC' s courtyard.

Having such little time to spare in Kolkata on the 6" of February and choosing to
spend it in Piyali, we at PLC were tremendously honored. To show our appreciation,
Mr. Garg was showered with rhymes courtesy of our nursery and kindergarten
students and treated to a short cultural performance showcasing the dancing skills of
our class I-class VII students. It was a busy day for both visitor and host, but the
smilesontheper f or mer s’ faces mirrored the
assume it was worth it.

Much credit must be given to the students, teachers and staff who put together a
wonder ful program with just one day’ s




Parent-Teacher Meeting

The students spend six hours at school. Seeing as there are twenty-four hours in a
day, eighteen hours remain in which the knowledge gained in the classroom can be
either nurtured or undone at home. I n
essential, especially in the Piyali community.

On February 20" the principal and teachers all had the opportunity to speak to the
student s’ parents about the progress b
request continued support from and at home. From homework to health & hygiene to
marriage, the teachers reinforced the value of acquiring a complete education.
Parents asked questions, shared their opinions, and spoke individually with their
daughters’ respective teachers.

It was an afternoon to remind us all that the achievements and shortcomings of our
students are the results of our <coll ec

Rotary Humanitarian Student Trip

Fact : young people are, i n -gpegouegrpachble. Sojadt
may come as no surprise that when the RHST team of Interactor Paola Lule, Interactor
Mackenzie Russell (both from Nordhoff High School), Julia Jones (Dunn School), and
Stanford Nash (Santa Ynez Valley High School) came to Piyali from the 23™ to 27" of
February, a weeklong atmosphere of enthusiasm and vitality drenched the campus
and students, US and Indian alike. Chaperoning the trip were Rotarians Randy Jones
and Cris Wallace, and accompanying the group, for the Kolkata leg of the trip, was
Mrs. Susan Boggio from Houston, Texas.

While activities like making Popsicle stick frames, clay models, papier-maché masks
and canvas painting filled the week-tearing
the laughter interrupting the painting, and smiles in lieu of translation that made
everything worthwhile. The PLC students shared an education with the US students
not to be found in any book, and in t
sincerity through the eyes of their American peers.

Not confined to the boundaries of PLC, some of the students and teachers led our
guests on a tour of their community. Walking hand in hand with the US visitors, our
PLC girls pointed out the houses of their classmates, and with an immeasurable
amount of pride, they welcomed the guests into their own homes and introduced them
to their families.

The week ended with an exhibit of all the finished projects, games, Polaroid pictures,
jumping rope, and a birthday celebration. Susan did the honors of handing out the
gifts, as she bigheartedly donated many of them, and the US students followed suit,
giving each student their own goody bag as well as providing flashcards, puzzles, and
games for the school.

Good-bye always seem to be the worst part about visiting PLC, but we can take
comfort in the fact that these good-byes were not exchanged between students,
teachers and visitors, but rather, and more simply, between friends.




Mega Health Check-Up Camp

An apple a day keeps the doctor away, but are apples really enough? And if they are,
what if they’re out of fomthsdoctd neveChurtscahd
moreover, for our girls, i t ' s -upsmpeceardinglyi,
on March 8", PLC was transformed into a one-day health clinic.

The day marked the second of what has become an annual event at PLC: The Mega
Health Check-Up Camp. Coming in two waves, all of the students received individual
care from ear-nose-throat specialists, a dentist, dermatologist, and an optometrist
and general physician. The girls lined up outside of the classrooms to see each of
the specialists who gave everyone the attention they needed regardless of the
seemingly endless line of students waiting at the doors. The dentist engaged the
students in lessons about oral hygiene; the dermatologist explained to both students
and class teachers her observations and the solutions, and all of the girls left the
E.N.T. station with a smile and a new set of crayons.

’ me d
s medi

As the hours passed, the students
and follow-up requests to lastthem unt i | next year'’

For the vast majority of the students, these check-ups are the most thorough and
comprehensive medical care they will receive so many thanks must go out to RCCM
who organizes this event and obviously to the health professionals who so graciously
gave their time and expertise to ensure our girls are healthy.

Adult Literacy Program Launching

Not to be forgotten is that in addition to being literacy, nutrition, health & social
development program for girls, PACE Universal is also a holistic program for the
community. With the vocational training unit underway and twelve tube-wells
providing potable water for the Piyali community, the reach of our community
development efforts widened to include adult education.

Also on the 8" of March, PLC hosted the launching of the Adult Literacy Program, a
joint project of RCCM and the Rotary Club of Thousand Oaks. Fittingly, on this
I nternational Women's Day, about ¢ steents
themselves. RCCM President Alka Patodia, PLC Secretary Jayanta Neogi and PLC
Principal Alokeparna Ghosh offered words of encouragement and congratulations to
the women who have taken the initiative to participate in this program and become
educated.

To conclude the ALP Launching ceremony, each of the mothers were given sarees
so generously donated by RCCM.




It’s nice to see you again...and again...and
again...

I't's a familiar road on which they dr«
path presented noticeably fewer potholes, but the road Steve and Vicky Wallace
traveled is essentially the same as it was the previous three times they visited PLC.

Accompanying the Wallaces on March 12"wer e DGE Richard De
and Sue Dell’” Acqua, who acatleesdhdole msel ves

Having only about an hour to visit, our guests made no haste to meet the nursery and
kindergarten students, check in on the VT unit, poke their heads in some classes to
say “hel |l o” --studentonanddteathers adike-dasd chat about the growth of
the school (and students) with the principal. Oh yes, Steve and Vicky also managed
to find some time to catch up with “tt
we must also extend our warmest thanks for your contribution of exercise and
reading books for the students and lesson planning books for the teachers.

It is heartening to welcome visitors back to PLC to show them how much progress we
have made, and we | ook forward to seei
a proper academic year at PLC without you dropping by!

See you later...

l't’s hot and it’s humid, and the worst
trash everywhere. The bathroom situation leaves much to be desired. Though most
effective, the train is not the most ideal mode of transportation. Meals are tediously
repetitive (rice, rice, rice, chapati, rice), and sometimes | even catch myself
wonderWihtghi nff'gs ever change?” And vyet,
have to go.

To say that this school and these people have changed my life is an understatement.
Though | knew | would spend the rest of my life fighting in the only war worth fighting
(that being the battle against poverty, by the way), | needed to get intimate with the
enemy. Prior to this trip | recognized that these girls lead lives beyond my
comprehensi on, but t hat recognition wi
doesn’t hel p anyone. Now, after a tot
ills of poverty straight iinnt itnhaetier, "e yaensc

Generations of deeply rooted traditions and practices are entwined in this patriarchal
society, and while the girls of Piyali Learning Centre have unknowingly become quiet
revolutionaries, paving the way for themselves and their children, they have and will
continue to struggle and suffer in a community in which too many do not understand
nor care to understand the benefits of education.

On the one hand, it seems almost impossible to change what society
has dictated for what seems like forever, but on the other hand, it only
reinforces my commitment to poverty alleviation. To see the girls,
these very young girls, fight everyday motivates me. They have
not given up. | will not give up.

Happy Birthday, Tanusree!

“My girl” td%

the day | fly back to the
States.




iwWhat woul d
our souls if they lacked the
bread of earthly reality to
nourish them, the wine of
created beauty to
intoxicate them, the
discipline of human
struggle to make them
strong?ao

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

This school has given these girls innumerable tools to ensure a future that is bright.
This school has given these girls the wherewithal to know that they deserve better,
and most importantly, this school has given these girls the strength and the
confidence to battle poverty’'s careles
these girls and their unwavering determination and unfettered optimism that | came
here. These girls deserve nothing but the best. They have set the bar, and it is their
expectations that we must live up to.

It is so easy to get wrapped up in their smiles and their charm. From day one in
February 2007, these girls created this euphoric grace that penetrated my mind, my
heart and has been with me since and will be with me forever. From this trip,
however, | will take away a mental toughness and resilience lathered in humanity that
non other than the PLC team has shown me. Thank you.

So, in the grand tradition of, well, | suppose just the nursery & kindergarten students

and mysel f, r abtyhee,r” tthoa ne viegroyoodn e a't Pivye
you | ater ..

A Final Note

As always, thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. Communication here
at PLC is a two-way road and we look forward to hearing your comments.

PACEUniversal

Rotarian Deepa Willingham, President/Founder

A Literacy, Nutrition, Health & Social Development Program for Girls

A Holistic Program for the Community
1603 Copenhagen Drive, Suite #5, CA 93463, USA

Email: paceuniversal®@yahoo.com

Web: www.paceuniversal.com
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